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Time flies by to remind us of eternity! 
Numbers of us have commented that another year is “already” coming to a close. Our biological clocks know that 
earth is our temporary home. We were created for eternity! Be sure that you spend time every day doing something 
with eternal consequences. Our stock portfolios are not as important as the treasures we lay up in heaven. Be diligent 
in the coming year to pray for those you know, who are lost, to meet Jesus. Be diligent in praying for divine 
encounters so you can lead others to an eternal relationship with Jesus. Put feet to your prayers and become more 
active in your church and in personal evangelistic ministry in your community and around the world. 
  

Thank You for Attending the Annual Session 
Thank you for the great attendance and fellowship at this year’s Annual Session. We had a great group and there 
was no crisis! A reporter asked me after the business session, “Is that all?” I answered, “Yep, just a bunch of 
Baptists getting along and working together to make an eternal difference.” Thank you to Betty Vinson and the 
Annual Session Planning Committee for all of their preparation. Pastor Ric Camp will chair that committee for the 
2009 session. Please let him know your comments and suggestions.  
  

Bulletin Inserts at www.mobilebaptists.org   
Your MBA staff is creating bulletin inserts to describe the ministry areas to your members. Please print them in 
color or black and white and include one every month to help communicate cooperative associational missions.  
  

The Great Co-Mission 
The Great Commission is a Co-Mission. It is accomplished when every member accepts their responsibility to be 
used by the Spirit to make an eternal difference in someone’s life. Co-missions does not happen automatically. It 
requires leadership to get involved in local, state, national, and International missions. There is a reason it is not 
called the Great Complacency! Your church and association needs you to be involved. 
  

A young volunteer at the IMC asked me, “Why is painting and cutting grass considered missions?” I gathered his 
buddies around and asked them how many of them speak Uzbeck? None of them spoke that Central Asian dialect. I 
asked how many of them had ever started a church? None had that experience. A third question was, “How many of 
you feel confident sharing Jesus with an Atheist or a Muslim?” Not one of them raised their hands. I then shared 
with them that our missionary director at the IMC can do all of those things. So, should he spend his time painting 
and mowing, or should some of us do that so he can be serving on the ships and in the churches? Every one of those 
students realized that missions requires many activities and skills so that people can meet Jesus. 
  

Every believer that wants to serve can serve. Every gift and skill can be used in your church, in our MBA missions 
opportunities and internationally. There are many local missions opportunities for youth and adults with the IMC, 
the International Language School, starting international congregations, in Disaster Relief, at Camp Whispering 
Pines, and with Baptist Campus Ministries. Please call the office at 661-7111, or e-mail Gerald or Brenda at 
burch.gerald@gmail.com. 
  

International World Changers 
We have an incredible opportunity to impact Mobile and Uruguay through International World Changers. Chuck 
Davis is leading a team of 50 students to work alongside IMB missionaries Lyle and Claren Dease. Even our 
smallest churches can send one student. Please help us find those students who will respond to God’s call. Contact 
Chuck at cdd@mobilebaptists.org, or 661-7111, for more information. 
 

Join our Mission Trip to Uruguay  
We have another team forming to work in Uruguay, late July or early August 2009. During this 8 day trip we will 
work with IMB missionaries Lyle and Claren Dease assisting a new work area in Dolores, Uruguay. We will arrange 
the assignments based on the skills of the team members. But, we probably will do VBS, music, and evangelism 
events. Contact me for more information. 
 

Camp Whispering Pines Repairs and Linen Shower 
Please consider a Thanksgiving or Christmas special  offering to meet the remaining financial need for $17,000. 
Please consider business contacts that can help with donations of carpet, window blinds, and single bed sheets. 
Would you consider hosting a linen shower at your church to help us get the needed 100 sets of tan single sheets? 
During the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays, we need one and two day youth and adult teams to paint, install 
toilets, sinks and light fixtures. We particularly need skilled carpet layers. Contact John Myrick, 251-866-7868, to 
schedule your repair team or older youth group. 
 



IMC Challenges and Response 
Please be in prayer for the MBA Moderators and the International Ministries Committee as we work 
on a strategic response to the new security regulations at the State Docks. These stricter regulations 
will impact our seafarer ministry beginning December 30, 2008. Join us at the January 13 Executive 
Committee for discussion and updates.   
 

Budget 
Research shows that churches that give to cooperative missions (modeling a “tithe”) teach their people to tithe. As 
the economy impacts our churches, it impacts what we can accomplish in cooperative evangelistic ministries. 
Income to the MBA, from our churches, is down this year. Just as you see in your churches, it is good to remind our 
members to please be faithful in their financial support. As usual, the MBA always spends based on actual income, 
not based on budget so we are healthy financially. 
 

Pastoral Changes  
Welcome Tom Boone as full time pastor at FBC South Mobile, Dong C. Kim as full time pastor at the  International 
Baptist Church, and David Albritton, pastor, to FBC Heron Bay. Please continue to pray for the churches we have 
listed as seeking a pastor and let us know when their status changes: Fellowship, FBC Bayou La Batre, Central 
(BV), Cypress Shores, FBC Creola, FBC Dawes, Dayspring, Fellowship, Orchard, and Sage Avenue. 

Grateful to serve with you, 
Bro. Thomas 
  
  
 


